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.^SECRETARY RUSH, OOCTOR KISSINGER AND I HELD A DISCUSSION TODAY 
KITH THE PRESIDENT CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM 

.9 

HaTUSALLY, THE PRESIDENT IS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT. THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
EVENTS AND REQUESTED IHAT I P.SS TO GEN ABRAMS THE NEED TO EXERCISE 
MAXIMUM AGGRESSIVENESS IN THE USE OF AIR POKER, HE ASKED WHY ONLY 

136 TACAIR SORTIES IN MILITARY REGION 1 AS REPORTED FOR THE PREVIOUS 

0 

24 HOURS. I EXPLAINED TO HIM THE PROBLEM GENERATED BY THE WEATHER 
AND POINTED OUT THE FACT THAT THE MAXIMUM 6-52 EFFORT AS WELL AS 
SUCH TACAIR AS COULD BE OPERATED IN SUCH A LOW VISIBILITY AND AIR 

Threat environment, was employed, 

2. HE asked me TO. CONVEY TO GEn ABRAMS HIS DESIRE THAT MAXIMUM 
IMPACT FROM air ATTACK BE ACHIEVED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, HE WOULD 
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clock attention during hie current crisis, further,, ore, He request- 

■ ed THAT I INVESTIGATE TnE FEASIBILITY OF AUGMENTING DOTH THE B52 AND 
' ' taCAIR ASSETS. JOINT STAFF CURRENTLY HAS THIS UNDER REVIEW REC0GNI2- 
INC that one OF' the lihitaticns is base AVAILABILITY. : 

3. WITH RESPECT TO ThE AS HOUR STRIKE AUTHORIZED SOUTH OF 19 
THE PRESIDENT WISHES THIS TU GO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, SUBJECT TO 
GOOD WEATHER WHICH IS NECESSARY FOR An EFFECTIVE STRIKE. I 
THAT each Or YOU GIVE THIS AIR OFFENSIVE YOUR PERSONAL AND 
•CONTINUOUS ATTENTION : AND FULLY UTILIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO EFFECT 
O A MASSIVE I r, PACT. ON THE ENEMY. THE PRESIDENT HAS CLEARLY STATED 

THAT he EXPECTS IMAGINATIVE, AGGRESSIVE . AND CONTINUOUS ATTENTION TO 
BE FOCUSED ON I HE CURRENT CRISIS THROUGHOUT THE UNIFIED COMMAND 
SYSTEM. REQUEST YOU. ADVISE ME IMMEDIATELY OF ANY ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORITIES and .resources which you require. • . 
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